A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
speed from Pembroke to Yorkshire, while the Scotch were
beyond the Pennines, crossed that range, fell upon them with
a force less than half theirs in number, and destroyed them in
the region of Preston (middle of August 1648).
As the year closed the King, who had made futile efforts to
escape, was allowed on parole into the town of Newport, the
capital of the Isle of Wight, there to continue his negotiations
with the Parliamentarians and the rest, which he himself now
knew and openly said to be meaningless.
On the last day of November 1648 a troop of horse appeared
before the house which he occupied at Newport. His friends
urged him to fly; the night was dark and stormy, without a
moon; he could certainly have escaped, and some boat would
have ventured to sea. But he said he was bound in honour by
his parole. Immediately after the armed force Cromwell had
sent took him away in a coach to Yarmouth harbour, on the north-
eastern shore of the island, twelve miles off, and thence on the
next day, December i, a close prisoner, to Hurst Castle, at the
end of a sand-spit on the opposite Hampshire coast.
There he was kept while the rest of the plan was played out.
The Killing of the King. On the same day that Charles
was locked up in Hurst Castle the Army was ordered to occupy
London by force. Cromwell was on his way back to the
capital, but carefully kept away from it, in order to cover his
tracks until what was to be done should be accomplished. What
was to be done was to use his armed men for getting rid of the
last resistance of the politicians. One of his colonels, a certain
Pride, appeared at the door of the Commons on December 6,
refused entry to any who might try to save the King, im-
prisoning a number of them and leaving only about a tenth of
the original House, who could be trusted to do what they were
told. This operation came to be known as Pride's Purge. Im-
t mediately after it Cromwell entered London.
Next the King was brought up by slow stages to Windsor,
where he spent Christmas, and where the last poor relics of state
were taken from him. On New Year's Day what was left of
the Commons passed an ordinance to set up a court for trying
Charles, naming no less than 135 judges, the idea being to make
the number as large as possible, so that as many as possible
should be in the same boat in what would certainly be a perilous
business if ever the dynasty were restored, but one which
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